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CLASSIFICATIONS:

Group I-4 day care facilities: any age; more than 5 occupants; providing care less than 24hrs a day
Group E, day care facilities: All children are 2 1/2 years of age or older; more than 5 but less than 100 occupants; providing care less than 24hrs a day 
Group E, day care facilities: All children are 2 1/2 years of age or younger; more than 5 but less than 100 occupants; with an exit door directly to the exterior

Day care facilities with 5 or fewer occupants are classified as the primary occupancy or a Group R-3 in a dwelling unit.  If the day care is in a church, during religious services, it is classified as part of the church.

NEW OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENTS:
Group I-4 day care facilities must have an automatic sprinkler system. - EXCEPTION- Not required when every room where care is provided has at least 1 exterior exit door. 
Group I-4 day care facilities must have a manual alarm system which is monitored by a supervising station.
Group E day care facilities greater than 12,000 sq. ft. must have an automatic sprinkler system.
Group E day care facilities must have a manual fire alarm system. – EXCEPTION- Not required with an occupant load of 30 or less.
Group E day care facilities with an occupant load of 30 or less must have single or multiple-station smoke alarms inside and outside the rooms used for sleeping.

NEW & EXISTING OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENTS:  

Group I-4 day care facilities with a fuel burning appliance are required to have a single-station carbon monoxide alarm.
New and existing day care facilities shall provide an automatic fire-extinguishing system for cooking appliances utilizing a cooking surface.  This is also required for residential cooking appliances.  These systems must be installed by January 1, 2017.
Interior wood finish is not permitted in day care facilities.  The use of fire retardant coating is no longer permitted to meet the required flame spread index.  This requirement must be met by January 1, 2018.   ***** These day care facility requirements are only part of the fire codes that may apply to your building/occupancy.  Please refer to the Fire Safety Inspection Checklist. *****      
